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SUBJECT: PRESS CONFERENCE BY AMBASSADOR ROBERT S. STRAUSS 

1 . FOLLOWING IS THE TRANSCRIPT OF A PRESS CONFERENCE BY 
AMBASSADOR ROBERT S. STRAUSS IN GENEVA, JULY 12, 2:30 PM. 

BEGIN TEXT. 

2. MR. MEYERS: AMBASSADOR STRAUSS WILL GIVE YOU A 
PROGRESS REPORT. AND THEN HE WILL HAVE TIME FOR A VERY FEW 
QUESTIONS. EVERYONE HERE KNOWS AMBASSADOR STRAUSS, AND YOU 
ALL KNOW AMBASSADOR MCDONALD. 
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3. AMBASSADOR STRAUSS: THANK YOU. FIRST MAY I WELCOME 
YOU HERE AND SECOND TELL YOU I AM PLEASED TO SEE THOSE OF 
YOU I HAVE NOT SEEN EARLIER. I AM DELIGHTED TO SEE THOSE 
OF YOU BACK THAT WE HAVE SEEN EARLIER. WE HAVE BEEN 
ENGAGED AS YOU CAN WELL IMAGINE IN WHAT OUR PRIMARY TASK 
IS AND THAT IS TO TRY TO MOVE THE TOKYO ROUND ALONG. IT 
HAS BEEN 48 HOURS SINCE I SPOKE WITH SOME OF YOU LAST, AND 
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I DON'T REALLY WANT TO GET TOO SPECIFIC TODAY. I WOULD 
LIKE TO REPORT TO YOU THAT AMBASSADOR MCDONALD AND I ARE 
RATHER PLEASED WITH THE PROGRESS THAT WE HAVE MADE SO FAR 
WITH THE EC, WITH THE AUSTRALIANS, WITH CANADA, WITH NEW 
ZEALAND, WITH SOME OF THE DEVELOPING NATIONS, WITH THE 
NORDICS. I THINK THAT WE ARE GOING TO BONN HAVING 
SUBSTANTIALLY ACCOMPLISHED OUR FIRST OBJECTIVE IN SO FAR 
AS THOSE NATIONS ARE CONCERNED. WE WILL HAVE MUCH LEFT TO 
DO BUT WE WILL HAVE MADE MOST OF THE MAJOR POLITICAL 
DECISIONS. THERE IS GOING TO BE SEVERAL MONTHS OF GOOD 
HARD WORK AHEAD OF US AFTER WE LEAVE HERE, BUT I FEEL 
MORE CERTAIN TODAY THAN I HAVE AT ANY TIME IN THE PAST 
THAT WE WILL BASICALLY ACHIEVE A VERY SIGNIFICANT RESULT. 
BUT I SAY THAT WITH THE CAVEAT THAT THERE IS A LOT OF WORK 
LEFT TO BE DONE. THERE ARE STILL SOME UNRESOLVED ISSUES 
BETWEEN US THAT WE ARE WORKING ON RIGHT NOW. I GUESS 
THAT'S ABOUT ALL. 

4. (REUTERS). Q. AMBASSADOR STRAUSS, THAT SEEMS TO 
INDICATE THAT YOU'RE LEAVING GENEVA. ARE YOU LEAVING 
TODAY? 

A. NO, I AM GOING TO BONN, BUT I HAVE GOT A HARD DAY OR 
SO OF WORK TO DO HERE. WE WILL WORK HERE TODAY, AND 
TONIGHT AND TOMORROW. WE EXPECT TO MEET AGAIN LATER THIS 
AFTERNOON WITH OUR FRIENDS FROM THE EC. WE MET THIS MORN- 
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ING WITH MR. GUNDERLACH WHO CAME IN AND SPENT YESTERDAY 
AND TODAY WITH US, MR. DAVIGNON CAME IN LATE LAST NIGHT 
AND SPENT THE MORNING WITH US. OF COURSE, VICE-PRESIDENT 
HAFERKAMP AND SIR ROY DENMAN HAVE BEEN HERE AROUND THE 
CLOCK AS WE HAVE BEEN. 

Q. (UPI). SIR, YOU OMITTED JAPAN FROM THE LIST OF 
COUNTRIES. 

A. (AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). YES. 

Q. (REUTERS). WHY WAS THAT? 

A. (AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). WELL, I WOULD SAY IT WOULD BE 
INACCURATE TO CHARACTERIZE OUR PROGRESS WITH JAPAN AS I 
HAVE CHARACTERIZED THE OTHERS. BUT I REALLY DON'T WANT TO 
DISCUSS THE NEGATIVE ASPECTS OF THIS. I WOULD RATHER 
LEAVE THAT OUT FOR THE TIME. WE HAVE NO IMMEDIATE PLANS 
TO SEE OUR JAPANESE FRIENDS. 

Q. (FIGARO). ARE YOU LEAVING TOMORROW? 
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A. (AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). WELL, I'LL BE IN BONN TO GREET 
THE PRESIDENT ON HIS ARRIVAL, YES. 

Q. (FINANCIAL TIMES). SIR, COULD YOU IDENTIFY THOSE AREAS 
WHERE YOU HAVE MADE SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS? 

A. (AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). NO, I DON'T REALLY WANT TO GET 
INTO THE NEGOTIATIONS HERE. IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE. 

I WANTED TO GIVE YOU A FEEL OF WHERE WE WERE. ACROSS THE 
BOARD WE MADE SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS JUST AS I DESCRIBED. 

I THINK MY OPENING STATEMENT WILL HAVE TO STAND ON ITS 
OWN. I DON'T WANT TO NEGOTIATE IN THE NEWSPAPERS AND I 
DON'T THINK YOU WOULD WANT ME TO DO SO. IT WOULD BE 
COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. 
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Q. (REUTERS). SIR, HAS YOUR AGRICULTURAL DELEGATION LEFT 
GENEVA? OR IS IT STAYING? 

A. (AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). OH, AS A MATTER OF 

FACT, I THINK THEY ARE WORKING IN THE NEXT ROOM RIGHT 

NOW. 

Q. (REUTERS). THEY ARE STAYING ON UNTIL THE END OF THE 
WEEK? 

A. (AMBASSADOR MCDONALD). UNTIL THE TIME INITIALLY 
SCHEDULED TO LEAVE. AMBASSADOR STRAUSS HAD A FIXED 
SCHEDULE WHEN HE LEFT WASHINGTON ABOUT A WEEK OR TEN DAYS 
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AGO AND HE IS STILL ON THAT SCHEDULE. WE SEEM TO BE GET- 
TING SOME QUESTIONS AIMED AT A WALKOUT OR BREAKUP. I 
CAN ASSURE YOU WE'RE WORKING RIGHT ON THE SAME CALENDAR 
THAT WE HAVE HAD FOR THE LAST TEN DAYS. 

A. (AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). I LEAVE TOMORROW NIGHT WITH 
SECRETARY VANCE AND GO TO BONN TO MEET THE PRESIDENT AND 
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BRIEF HIM ON OUR PROGRESS TO DATE. AMBASSADOR MCDONALD 
WILL BE WITH ME, I HOPE. 

Q. (BALTIMORE SUN). COULD I ASK YOU, DO YOU EXPECT TO 
HAVE A STATEMENT SUMMING UP WHAT THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE 
SUMMIT FEEL, OR PERHAPS A LARGER GROUP CAN AGREE, HAS 
BEEN ACCOMPLISHED. 

A. (AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). LET ME SAY THIS, I ASKED THIS 
OF PRESIDENT HAFERKAMP AND ROY DENMAN WHEN I SUMMARIZED 
MY OWN ATTITUDE THIS MORNING ABOUT AS I HAVE EXPLAINED IT 
TO YOU, AND THEY SAID YES, IT WAS VERY SIMILAR TO WHAT 
THEY HAD ADVISED BRUSSELS WHERE THEY THOUGHT THE STAGE OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

OUR NEGOTIATIONS WERE. SO I SHOULD SAY THAT I AM EXPRESS- 
ING THE OPINION OF THE EC AND OURSELVES AS TO WHERE WE ARE 
RIGHT NOW. AS I SAID WE ARE PLEASED WITH THE PROGRESS WE 
HAVE MADE. WE ARE NOT UNMINDFUL OF WHAT IS LEFT TO BE 
DONE. THERE HAVE BEEN VERY MEANINGFUL OFFERS, AND IMPROVE- 
MENTS HAVE BEEN PLACED ON THE TABLE IN TARIFFS. WE'VE GOT 
OUR CODES IN GOOD SHAPE. WE STILL HAVE A LOT MORE TO DO 
IN TARIFFS. WE HAVE HAD IN DEPTH AGRICULTURAL DISCUSSIONS. 

WE HAVE MORE TO DO, BUT AGRICULTURE AND TARIFFS ARE MOVING 
ALONG. CODES ARE AHEAD OF THEM AND BEGINNING TO REACH 
THE STAGE OF FINALITY, I SHOULD THINK. AND THAT IS ABOUT 
AS PRECISE AS I WOULD WANT TO BE. 

SINCE YOU ASKED, WHY DON'T WE JUST AGREE. WE'LL HAVE 
A PRESS CONFERENCE TOMORROW AFTERNOON. WHAT WOULD BE A 
GOOD TIME FOR YOU, THREE O'CLOCK?.. .TWO O'CLOCK? 2:15? 

I'LL BE THERE NO LATER THAN 2:30, 1 PROMISE YOU. 
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Q. (WASHINGTON POST). THE QUESTION I THINK IS IS THERE 

GOING TO BE ANY KIND OF WRITTEN MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTAND- 
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ING OR SOMETHING LIKE THAT. 

A. (AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). THERE MAY WELL BE. WE'RE GOING 
TO SEE. WE'RE STILL WORKING. WE'RE MAKING PRETTY GOOD 
PROGRESS RIGHT NOW. 

Q. (AP/DJ). ARE YOU STILL MEETING WITH JAPAN AT THIS 
TIME? 

A. (AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). WELL, WE SAW THE JAPANESE THIS 
MORNING. MR. USHIBA AND I ALWAYS HAVE A VERY PLEASANT 
TIME WHEN WE GET TOGETHER. 

Q. (BALTIMORE SUN). YOU SAY THERE'S NO FURTHER DISCUS- 
SION SCHEDULED WITH THEM? 

A. (AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). I HAVE NO PLANS TO MEET WITH 
THEM. I DON'T THINK WE HAVE ANY MEETING SCHEDULED, BUT 
THAT DOESN'T MEAN WE WON'T MEET WITH THEM. 

(AMBASSADOR MCDONALD). WE ARE ALMOST CONTINUALLY IN 
CONTACT AT SOME LEVEL OR ANOTHER. 

(AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). WE'RE NOT IN THE SAME STATE OF 
PROGRESS THERE AS WE ARE WITH THE OTHERS. I DON'T WANT TO 
PUT IT IN A NEGATIVE WAY. I PUT THE OTHERS IN A POSITIVE 
WAY. 

Q. (WALL STREET JOURNAL). ARE YOU A BIT HAPPIER ABOUT 
AGRICULTURE THAN YOU WERE LAST TIME YOU TALKED TO US? 
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A. (AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). I DON'T KNOW HOW YOU DEFINE 
"A BIT." BUT LET ME SAY THIS. I FEEL... 

(AMBASSADOR MCDONALD). LESS DEPRESSED. 

(AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). AMBASSADOR MCDONALD SAYS I'M LESS 
DEPRESSED. (LAUGHTER). I DON'T WANT TO LET HIM PUT THOSE 
WORDS IN MY MOUTH. TELL YOU THE DARN TRUTH, I FEEL PRETTY 
GOOD ABOUT WHERE WE ARE RIGHT NOW. I DON'T FEEL EFFER- 
VESCENT BUT I FEEL LIKE WE ARE ON SOUND GROUND AND HOPE- 
FULLY WE WILL MEET OUR BASIC OBJECTIVES SO FAR AS THE 
NATIONS I ENUMERATED ARE CONCERNED. 

Q. (REUTERS). WHEN DO YOU THINK THE TOKYO ROUND MIGHT 
BE CONCLUDED? 

A. (AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). I DON'T KNOW. I’M REALLY TRY- 
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ING TO GET TO THE NEXT STAGE RIGHT NOW. I HOPE TO GET 
THROUGH TOMORROW AFTERNOON. I'M TRYING TO GET THROUGH 
EACH DAY AT A TIME, MUCH AS YOU ARE. 

Q. (AUSTRALIAN JOURNALIST). MR. STRAUSS. DO YOU THINK 
THERE WILL BE ANY MORE SIGNIFICANT GAINS BEFORE YOU LEAVE 
GENEVA? 

A. (AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). I WOULD HOPE SO. 

Q. (AUSTRALIAN JOURNALIST). WHICH PARTICULAR AREAS? I 
KNOW YOU CAN’T GO INTO DETAIL. 

A. (AMBASSADOR STRAUSS). LET ME BACK UP AND SAY THIS 
HAS BEEN AN EXCEEDINGLY PRODUCTIVE TIME FOR ME IN GENEVA 
AND OF THE TWO MOST SIGNIFICANT ACCOMPLISHMENTS I CAN 
THINK OF NOW, FIRST AND FOREMOST, WOULD BE A MEAL LAST 
EVENING AT A RESTAURANT CALLED PERE BISE, WHERE THE HOST 
ALMOST WENT BROKE LAST NIGHT. I ALWAYS WANTED TO BREAK 
SOMEBODY AT THE DINNER TABLE. I'VE SEEN IT DONE IN 
COMMODITIES AND I'VE SEEN IT DONE IN REAL ESTATE, BUT I'VE 
NEVER EATEN A FELLOW WHO WAS RICH INTO BANKRUPTCY. 
(LAUGHTER). I MUST SAY MY WIFE HELPED ME. IT WAS WITH 
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A CANADIAN. I THINK WE DESTROYED A VERY FORMIDABLE 
ADVERSARY LAST NIGHT (LAUGHTER). WHEN HE SAW THE CHECK 
HE WEAKENED AND I SAID TO HIM AS WE LEFT THAT I CAME 
INTO THIS EVENING FEELING YOU WERE ABOUT 600 MILLION 
DOLLARS SHORT IN YOUR OFFER AND I FEEL LIKE I'VE PICKED 
UP BETTER THAN A THIRD OF THAT. (LAUGHTER). THAT IS AN 
ACTUAL STATEMENT. I WAS RATHER FLUSHED AT THE TIME AND 
HE WAS RATHER PALE. 

THE OTHER THING OF LESS SIGNIFICANCE IS THE PROGRESS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THAT I THINK OUR GOVERNMENT HAS MADE HERE. WE MADE A 
VERY CALCULATED DECISION AND WE ASKED FOR THE REAL TRADE 
LEADERSHIP OF OUR ENTIRE GOVERNMENT TO BE PRESENT HERE. 

WE HAVE HAD NOT ONLY AMBASSADOR WOLFF AND AMBASSADOR 
MCDONALD BE HERE, BUT THE STATE DEPARTMENT SENT ONE OF ITS 
MORE DISTINGUISHED AND EXPERIENCED MEN. MR. KATZ HAS BEEN 
OVER HERE. AND THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT SENT THEIR LEADING 
TRADE MAN FRED BERGSTEN HERE. THE AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT 
HAS HAD DALE HATHAWAY HERE. MR. KATZ IS OVER THERE RIGHT 
NOW. MANY OF YOU KNOW HIM, MR. ABDUHL FROM THE COMMERCE 
DEPARTMENT AND THE LABOR DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN REPRESENTED. 
WE HAVE HAD THE MAJOR DECISION MAKERS IN OUR GOVERNMENT 
HERE IN THIS FIELD AND WE HAVE MADE DECISIONS WHERE WE 
HAVE HAD TO DO SO. IT HAS BEEN A UNITED FRONT THAT WE 
HAVE PRESENTED HERE FROM THE VARIOUS AGENCIES AND DEPART- 
MENTS OF OUR GOVERNMENT. AND ITS BEEN AN EXCEEDINGLY CON- 
STRUCTIVE TIME FOR US. I ASKED THE PRESIDENT 
FOR THAT SUPPORT AND PRESIDENT CARTER GAVE IT, AND I 
WOULD LIKE TO SAY, VERY FRANKLY, THAT A GREAT DEAL OF THE 
SUCCESS I HOPE WE WILL EVENTUALLY ACHIEVE AND THE SUCCESS 
I THINK WE ARE ON THE ROAD TO ACHIEVING IS ATTRIBUTABLE 
MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE TO ONE SINGLE THING. THAT IS THE 
COMMITMENT OF PRESIDENT CARTER TO AN ENLIGHTENED AND UP- 
TO-DATE TRADING SYSTEM FOR THE WORLD. NOW WE HAVE TAKEN 
SCARS ON THAT. WE HAVE TURNED DOWN RECOMMENDATIONS THAT 
WERE PROTECTIVE IN NATURE. PRESIDENT CARTER HAS MAINTAINED 
AN ENLIGHTENED POSTURE AND THE SCARS HAVE BEEN SERIOUS 
POLITICAL SCARS. WE TOOK ON THE ZENITH CASE WHEN MANY 
THOUGHT THAT WE WERE FIGHTING OUR OWN GOVERNMENT ON 
BEHALF OF FOREIGN NATIONS AND PARTICULARLY THE JAPANESE 
WHERE WE HAD THAT TERRIBLE TRADE DEFICIT. BUT IT WAS THE 
RIGHT THING TO DO AND THE PRESIDENT NEVER WAIVERED IN 
THAT. I THINK THAT HIS COMMITMENT WAS INITIALLY 
HIGHLIGHTED IN LONDON AT THE DOWNING STREET SUMMIT. I 
HOPE WE ARE CARRYING THROUGH ON THE COMMITMENT THAT THE 
LEADERS MADE THERE, AND PRESIDENT CARTER PLAYED A LEADING 
UNCLASSIFIED 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 GENEVA 10640 03 OF 04 121833Z 

ROLE IN THAT. I LOOK FORWARD TO BRIEFING HIM ON OUR 
PROGRESS AND I LOOK FORWARD TO BRIEFING HIM ON THE 
THINGS WE HAVE NOT ACCOMPLISHED. I WOULD EXPECT HE WILL 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 GENEVA 10640 04 OF 04 121832Z 
ACTION STR-07 

INFO OCT-01 IO-14 ISO-OO STRE-00 AGRE-00 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 FRB-01 H-02 INR-10 
INT-05 L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 PA-02 CTME-00 AID-05 
SS-15 ITC-01 TRSE-00 SP-02 SOE-02 OMB-01 DOE-15 
AF-10 ARA-14 EA-12 EUR-12 NEA-10 OIC-02 NSCE-00 
SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 /159W 

110983 121834Z/43 

O 121755Z JUL 78 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1958 
INFO ALL OECD CAPITALS 

UNCLAS SECTION 04 OF 04 GENEVA 10640 

USMTN 

ACTION STR 

PASS STR ELECTRONICALLY; STR PASS CODEL 

BE PLEASED. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. END TEXT. MCDONALD 
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